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Turn and Talk 
At your table introduce yourself, and what is one way you could 
challenge existing systems and impact those you serve in 
community                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

Please discuss at your tables 



Mission of Cultivate South 

Phoenix  
Our mission is to promote the wellness of families and children in south 

Phoenix by supporting and leveraging the efforts of a broad range of 

organizations with a shared vision of improving the natural, built, and 

social environments. We do this through community engagement in 

leadership, advocacy, programs, services, and activities within and across 

the dimensions of wellness. 

 

 

 



CUSP Partners 

Ô Roosevelt School District 

Ô Orchard Community Learning 
Center 

Ô Tiger Mountain Foundation 

Ô Unlimited Potential 

Ô Girl Scouts - AZ Cactus-Pine 
Council 

Ô Desert Botanical Garden 

Ô Vitalyst Health Foundation 

Ô University of Arizona Cooperative 
Extension 

Ô International Rescue Committee 

Ô Mayaôs Farm 

Ô St. Vincent de Paul 

Ô Recycle City 

Å Mountain Park Health Center 

Å Scale Inc. 

Å Local First Arizona 

Å Starbucks 

Å City of Phoenix Department of Arts 

and Culture 

Å City of Phoenix Department of 

Environmental Programs 

Å Cardno ATC 

Å Maricopa County Department of 

Public Health 

Å Arizona Department of Health 

Services (ADHS) 

Å Association of Arizona Food Banks 

Å Valley of the Sun United Way 

 



What is CUSP? 

ÔAbout Us 

ÔConvened as a TAP Group of Vitalyst Health Foundation 

(formerly St. Lukeôs Health Initiatives) in 2011 

ÔBrooks Community School Initiative 

ÔHired Convener 

ÔSpaces of Opportunity 1yr Lease Agreement with RSD 

ÔSLHI Innovation Grant 

ÔStarbucks Global Day of Service 

ÔAwarded Grants from USDA, NEA Ourtown, and Cigna 

ÔEntered 5yr Lease Agreement with RSD 

 

 



Building a New Food System  

Grass Tops 
Ô Desert Botanical Garden 

Ô Vitalyst Health 
Foundation 

Ô Roosevelt School 
District 

Ô University of Arizona 
Cooperative Extension 

Ô Girl Scouts-Arizona 
Cactus-Pine Council 

Ô ASU Art Museum 

 

Grass Roots 
Ô TigerMountain 

Foundation 

Ô Orchard Community 
Learning Center 

Ô Unlimited Potential 

Ô Valley Permaculture 
Alliance 

Ô Arizona Worker Rights 
Center 

 

Food for Thought: How does our discourse about the 
system perpetuate inequity in the system?  



Spaces of Opportunity (SOO)  

Ô Opportunity  

Ô Design 

Ô Partners 







  

Opportunity for Emerging Farmers 

Ô Market gardening vs. 
large scale farming 

 

Ô Mentor farmer 

 

Incubator Farmer Project 


